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Executive Summary
This report details trends in outcomes of students on Bar training which covers both the vocational 
training courses and the pupillage component that enables pupils to apply for a practising certificate 
upon successful completion in England and Wales. The following report covers the period from 2011/12 
to 2024/25, a period which contains the transition from the Bar Professional Training Course (BPTC), 
which ran from 2011/12-2019/20, to the Bar training courses offered from 2020/21 following the Future 
Bar Training reforms.  

There are several areas detailed within the report, and these can broadly be divided into:

•	 Details on course providers and course fees; 

•	 Trends in enrolment on the vocational Bar training courses; 

•	 Trends in student results; and 

•	 Trends in students proceeding to pupillage.

Course providers and the cost of training over time

•	 As of the 2024/25 academic year, there are 10 providers offering vocational Bar training cours-
es at 21 sites. There have been two additional providers of the course and six additional sites 
added by an already existing provider compared to the final year of the BPTC, 2019/20. Voca-
tional Bar training courses are offered via several different pathways and on a part-time basis at 
several providers. 

•	 On average, course fees from 2020/21 onwards have decreased quite substantially compared 
to the fees charged for the BPTC. On average, the drop in the cost of Bar training would have 
saved students over £4,000 in tuition fees in 2024/25 compared to 2019/20 after adjusting for 
inflation1.

Enrolment on Bar training courses

•	 Enrolment on vocational Bar training courses increased in 2020/21 compared to the final year 
of the BPTC and has continued increasing for subsequent academic years of the new course. 
In 2024/25 2,446 students enrolled on vocational Bar training courses, compared to 1,685 in 
2019/20. 

•	 Pathways – Enrolment on the four-step training pathway declined slightly in 2021/22 compared 
to 2020/21. However, uptake of this pathway increased notably between 2022/23 and 2024/25. 
Currently two providers offer the four-step format: The Inns of Court College of Advocacy (ICCA) 
and University of Northumbria.

•	 Study mode - The number of students enrolling part-time on vocational Bar training courses 
has remained relatively stable over time, but as the number of students enrolled overall has 
increased, the proportion of students studying part-time has decreased. Throughout the period 
of analysis, most part-time students have been UK domiciled prior to enrolment.

•	 Degree class - The proportion of Bar training students with a first-class degree has increased 
since the final year of BPTC and has remained relatively stable over the last three years. 

1	 UK Government GDP Deflator, September 2025
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•	 Domicile2  - The proportion of overseas domiciled students, including students from the EU, 
undertaking vocational Bar training each academic year remained relatively stable at around 45 
per cent of all students between 2015/16 and 2021/22, having increased from 35 per cent of all 
students from 2011/12. This year has seen a drop in the proportion of overseas students enroll-
ing to 43 per cent, from 50 per cent in 2023/24. 

•	 Ethnicity – From 2011/12 to 2024/25, over 80 per cent of students domiciled overseas prior to 
enrolment on vocational Bar training were from an Asian/Asian British ethnic background each 
year. The proportion of UK domiciled students from a White ethnic background has decreased 
throughout the period of analysis, going from around 70 per cent in 2013/14 to approximately 
60 per cent in 2024/25 – this decrease has seen a corresponding increase in the proportion of 
students from minoritised ethnic backgrounds, with the increase principally driven by those from 
Asian/Asian British backgrounds, and those from Mixed/Multiple ethnic backgrounds. 

•	 Gender- The proportion of female students enrolling in 2024/25 has seen a decrease to 53 
per cent from 57 per cent in 2023/24 – this change has been driven by differences seen for UK 
domiciled students. In 2023/24 around 53 per cent of UK domiciled students were female, com-
pared to around 49 per cent in 2024/25.

Student results on Bar training

•	 It is possible to comment on differences seen within demographic groups, but with the caveat 
that we only control for degree classification when presenting results, and there are other vari-
ables related to student results that are not controlled for. When looking at differences within 
demographic groups, the following trends are seen:

•	 Degree class – Based on trends seen on the BPTC, it would appear that well over half of those 
with any degree classification will eventually go on to pass the course overall. There are relative-
ly large differences in the proportion of students passing vocational Bar training courses by first 
degree classification, with those with a first-class degree performing better than those with a 2:1, 
who in turn are more likely to pass than those with a 2:2 overall. This trend was also observable 
on the previous BPTC as well as on the newer Bar training courses.  

•	 Study mode and age - For BPTC students enrolled between 2011/12-2018/19 (a period which 
may represent longer term trends better than more recent years), part-time students are slightly 
less likely to have completed the course, and more likely to have withdrawn from the course in 
comparison to full-time students. This may be partly related to age, as part-time students are 
more likely to be aged 35+, and such students also appear to be slightly more likely to withdraw/
not complete a Bar training course.

•	 Disability – There appears to be some relationship between disability and results on vocational 
Bar training, with those with a declared disability slightly more likely than those with no declared 
disability to have not yet completed Bar training when controlling for first degree classification.

•	 Domicile – Overall, results across degree classification are quite similar for those domiciled in 
the UK and those domiciled overseas prior to enrolment, and differences seen may be more 
related to study mode (as more UK students are part-time, it will take such students longer to 
finish the course, and this will affect the proportions passing to some extent).

•	 Ethnicity - For those with a 2:1 degree (there are more students with a 2:1, giving more reliable 
comparisons by ethnicity), there are some differences between those from different ethnic back-
grounds in the proportion passing vocational Bar training courses. The differences seen are par-
ticularly pronounced for those from Black/Black British backgrounds, with such students slightly 

2	 Guidance note for residence, domicile and remittance basis here

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/residence-domicile-and-remittance-basis-rules-uk-tax-liability/guidance-note-for-residence-domicile-and-the-remittance-basis-rdr1
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less likely to pass the course compared to those from other ethnic groups for several cohorts.

•	 Gender – When comparing results on vocational Bar training between male and female stu-
dents, there does not appear to be any clear trend seen across all years and degree classifica-
tions. Differences in pass rates by gender are generally quite small across years.

Student progression onto pupillage

•	 It is also difficult to determine trends in student progression on to pupillage between years from 
this report. Bar training graduates have up to five years to gain pupillage, and so those graduat-
ing in more recent years would be expected to have obtained pupillage at lower rates than those 
graduating five or more years ago, who have had a longer period to secure pupillage. There are 
some trends that we can comment on within demographic groups, but with the caveat that only 
first degree classification, and degree institution have been controlled for. 

•	 Degree class – Overall, out of those who pass the vocational Bar training course, those with a 
first-class degree go onto gain pupillage in the greatest proportions, with around 70 per cent of 
such UK domiciled course graduates from the 2019/2020 cohort gaining pupillage in the long 
run. Those with other degree classes do not gain pupillage in such proportions, with typically 
between 40 and 50 per cent of UK domiciled course graduates with a 2:1, and approximately 
one in five UK domiciled course graduates with a 2:2, going onto pupillage. It is likely that some 
of the difference in the proportion of a cohort gaining pupillage for each degree class is due to 
differences in results on vocational training for BPTC students (which co-vary alongside degree 
class).

•	 Degree institution – There is a clear difference in the proportions gaining pupillage when com-
paring different groupings for university. Oxbridge graduates gain pupillage in greater propor-
tions than those who attended another Russell Group university, who in turn gain pupillage in 
greater proportions that those attending other UK universities - part of this trend may be due to 
vocational course results correlating with degree institution, but it is unlikely it can solely be ex-
plained by this given results from previous research, which found a strong relationship between 
degree institution and likelihood of gaining pupillage and controlled for BPTC grade. 

•	 Age - When controlling for degree class, similar proportions of UK domiciled course graduates 
aged under 25 and those aged 25-34 go on to gain pupillage. It appears that a lower proportion 
of those aged 35+ go on to gain pupillage when controlling for degree class, although this may 
be partly related to studying the vocational course on a part-time basis. These trends also ap-
pear to be present when degree institution is controlled for.

•	 Disability - No clear trend emerges from the data regarding student progression by disability 
status. In some instances, for degree class groupings, those with a declared disability have 
gained pupillage in greater proportions, and in some instances, the opposite is seen.

•	 Ethnicity – Ethnic background does show some relationship with the proportion of a cohort 
gaining pupillage following on from a vocational Bar training course. UK domiciled course grad-
uates from minoritised ethnic backgrounds do not appear to gain pupillage in the same propor-
tions as UK domiciled students from White ethnic backgrounds. This appears to be the case 
when degree class and first degree institution are controlled for and appears to affect Asian/
Asian British and Black/Black British students to a greater extent than those from Mixed/Multiple 
ethnic backgrounds.

•	 Gender – When controlling for degree institution, differences in the pupillage rate of female and 
male UK domiciled Bar training graduates are relatively small throughout the period of analysis. 
However, across the period of analysis, we have a record of around 7,500 females and 5,700 
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males completing Bar training. We also have a record of 2,562 females gaining pupillage, and 
2,233 males. So, while the total number of female pupils does outnumber that of males, it is 
not to the same extent as may be expected based upon the extent to which female Bar training 
graduates outnumber male Bar training graduates.
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Cost of and format of Bar training
Format of Bar training
Table 1 below gives an overview of the courses offered by provider for the last three academic years. 

Table 1. Options for Bar training offered by provider - 2022/23-2024/25

Provider
2022/23 2023/24 2024/25

3-step 4-step LLM PT 3-step 4-step LLM PT 3-step 4-step LLM PT

BPP Birmingham X X X X X X

BPP Bristol X X X X X X

BPP Leeds X X X X X X

BPP London3 X X X X X X X X X

BPP Manchester X X X X X X

Cardiff University X X X X X X

City Law School*4 X X X X X X X X X

Inns of Court Col-
lege of Advocacy

X X X

Manchester Metro-
politan University

X X X X X X X X

Nottingham Trent 
University

X X X X X

ULaw Birmingham X X X X X X X X X X

ULaw Bristol X X X X X X X

ULaw Leeds X X X X X X X X X X

ULaw Liverpool X X X X X X X

ULaw London X X X X X X X X X X

ULaw Manchester X X X X X X X

ULaw Nottingham X X X X X X X

University of Hert-
fordshire

X X

University of Nor-
thumbria5

X X X X X X X X

University of the 
West of England

X X X X X X X X X

* Part of City St George’s, University of London since August 2024

The variety of pathways offered by the providers has stayed relatively stable year-on-year. Two provid-
ers are currently offering the course via the four-step pathway: the Inns of Court College of Advocacy 
(ICCA) and the University of Northumbria. Most providers provide the option of incorporating vocational 
Bar training into a Master of Laws (LLM) course. Undertaking the course as a master’s degree may 
enable students to access a Postgraduate Master’s Loan offered by the government. Students are also 

3	  BPP offers Bar training with a specialist legal studies option as well. 
4	  CLS also offer a specialist add on.
5	  UNN also offers an undergraduate degree with vocational Bar training incorporated.



8

Bar Training: Trends over time - 2011-2025

December 2025

able to apply for scholarships specific to Bar training.6

Cost of Bar training over time
The chart below shows the inflation adjusted cost of vocational Bar training courses over time by loca-
tion of provider (the figures are for the course overall – ie the i.e. the full vocational stage of training). 
Figures are adjusted to 2024/25 prices using a UK Government published GDP deflator.7

Chart 1. Inflation adjusted cost of vocational Bar training courses over time

Overall, the cost of training has increased above inflation over time, with large increases occurring 
from the latter half of the 1990s all the way up to the first half of the 2010s, after which fee increases 
seen on the BPTC were lower. The implementation of the new courses from 2020/21 onwards saw a 
drop in the fees charged across the majority of providers. The drop in the cost of the course is particu-
larly notable for providers based in London, as shown in Chart 1. 

On average, the drop in the cost of Bar training tuition fees was approximately £4,000 in 2020/21 com-
pared to 2019/20 after adjusting for inflation (and around £2,500 in tuition fees when not adjusting for 
inflation). This is a simple average of course providers’ fees, and not what the average student would 
pay, as some providers have more students than others. 

When weighting the average tuition fee with regard to the number of students at each provider in the 
relevant year, the average student in 2019/20 would have paid nearly £20,500 in tuition fees when 
adjusting for inflation (to 2024/25 prices), compared to an average of around £16,500 in 2023/24, and 
around £16,100 in 2024/25. When not adjusting for inflation, the figures for 2019/20, 2023/24, and 
2024/25 are £16,500, £15,900, and £16,100 respectively. 

For the latest year of entry, 2024/25 the average fees charged by Bar training providers for UK domi-
ciled students taking the three-step pathway was around £15,500, with London sites charging nearly 
£17,000 on average, and non-London providers charging nearly £15,000 on average. The University 

6	  For more information on this see - https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/becoming-a-barrister/stu-
dents-and-graduates/student-funding-and-scholarships.html 
7	  Found here - https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdp-deflators-at-market-prices-and-mon-
ey-gdp-september-2025-quarterly-national-accounts

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/becoming-a-barrister/students-and-graduates/student-funding-and-scholarships.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/becoming-a-barrister/students-and-graduates/student-funding-and-scholarships.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdp-deflators-at-market-prices-and-money-gdp-september-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/gdp-deflators-at-market-prices-and-money-gdp-september-2025
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of Cardiff is one of the most expensive providers of Bar training if removed from the non-London provid-
ers calculation, the average cost is reduced by around 4 per cent to slightly over £14,000.

Overall, based on the fees charged by provider and enrolment figures, the sum of fees paid across all 
providers when not adjusting for inflation is estimated at around £29 million in 2019/20, £37.5 million in 
2023/24, and more than £39 million in 2024/25. An increase in student numbers (which is detailed in 
the next section) appears to have largely made up for the decrease in tuition fees in terms of the total 
revenue generated by Bar training courses across all providers. 
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Enrolments
This section of the report provides information on the demographics of those enrolling on the vocation-
al element of the Bar training in England and Wales from 2011/12 to 2024/25. The statistics presented 
have been calculated based upon the BSB’s record of student results and progression as of August 
2024. 

Statistics are only presented where there are 20 or more students in a group. Previous versions of this 
report included data on school attended – this section has been removed from this years’ report be-
cause a fall in data provided by students since 2021/22. The BSB currently holds data for approximately 
10 per cent of 2024/25 cohort, which is unsuitable for meaningful analysis.

Overall
Chart 2 below shows the number of students enrolling in each academic year on Bar training courses 
from 2011/12 to 2024/25.

Chart 2. Enrolments by year overall
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From 2011/12-2019/20 the vocational stage of training to become a barrister in England and Wales was 
the BPTC. Enrolment on the BPTC declined overall from 2011/12 to 2016/17 and then increased in the 
last few years of the course. For courses offered from 2020/21 onwards, overall enrolment figures have 
increased once again compared to the numbers on the BPTC. In 2024/25 there were 45 per cent more 
students enrolling on vocational Bar training courses than during the 2019/2020 academic year. 

This increase in student numbers may lead to a lower proportion of students going on to pupillage, if the 
number of pupillages available does not increase proportionately. Chart 3 below, gives the number of 
enrolments by provider for the last two academic years. Enrolment is now possible at multiple starting 
times per year across training providers – prior to 2020/21 this was not the case. 

The largest sites in terms of number of students in 2024/25 were BPP London, City Law School (CLS), 
The Inns of Court College of Advocacy (ICCA) and University of Law (ULAW) London - enrolment at 
each in 2024/25 was greater than 200 students. There were also several providers with more than 100 
students in 2024/25 – BPP Manchester, ULAW Leeds and University of West of England (UWE).

In 2020/21 the overall number of students based at London providers was 1,212 compared to 947 
students based at providers outside London. The comparative figures for 2024/25 are 1,293 and 1,153 
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respectively.

Chart 3. Enrolments by training provider for 2023/24 and 2024/25 

Study mode and pathway
The chart below shows enrolments for each academic year by study mode (full-time or part-time). 

Chart 4. Enrolment on Bar training over time by study mode (% of cohort) 
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Proportionally the percentage of part-time students has steadily decreased since 2011/2012. This trend 
could be related to the number of full-time students who are overseas domiciled students, as such stu-
dents are more likely to study full-time than UK domiciled students. 

When looking at Table 2, the total number of part-time students, just over 2 per cent of overseas domi-
ciled students took a Bar training course on a part-time basis, compared to around 17 per cent of UK 
domiciled students. Study mode also has a strong relationship with age, particularly for students domi-
ciled in the UK prior to Bar training enrolment. 

Table 2. Study mode by age range for students enrolling on Bar training.

Results are based on all data collection from 2011/2012 to present.

Age Range
Overseas (incl. EU) UK

Full Time Part Time Total Full Time Part Time Total

18 to 24 99% 1% 100% 90% 10% 100%

25 to 34 96% 4% 100% 77% 23% 100%

35+ 88% 12% 100% 59% 41% 100%

Total 98% 2% 100% 83% 17% 100%

Chart 5 below shows the number of students enrolling between 2020/21 and 2024/25 by training path-
way. 

Chart 5. Enrolment on Bar training over time by training pathway (numbers) 
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The three-step pathway consists of vocational Bar training as a one-part course, and the four-step path-
way includes the two-part vocational Bar training course. As shown in Chart 5, the three-step pathway 
is the predominant way of undertaking vocational Bar training. The number of students who enrolled in 
the four-step pathway has increased by 8 per cent year-on-year. 
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First degree classification
Chart 6 below shows the first degree classification of those enrolling on Bar training courses over the 
last five academic years.

Chart 6. Enrolment on Bar training over time by first degree classification (% of cohort)
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Since 2011/2012 there has been an increase in the proportion of students enrolling with a first-class 
degree, and a reduction in the proportion of students enrolling with a lower second-class degree over 
time, although this has started to trend upwards in more recent years. 

University Attended
Chart 7 below shows the university institution attended of those enrolling on Bar training courses from 
2014/2015 to 2024/2025. Data prior to this point has not been included in the analysis.  

Chart 7. Enrolment on Bar training over time by first degree institution (% of cohort)
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Age

Chart 8. Enrolment on Bar training over time by age when enrolling (% of cohort)
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Chart 8 above breaks the enrolments for each academic year down by age range. Overall, the average 
age of the students enrolled on vocational Bar Training courses has remained stable at approximately 
25 years old.  

Disability
Chart 9 below breaks down the proportions of students on vocational Bar training courses by disability 
status. Overall, the proportion of those with a declared disability has remained relatively stable over 
time, at around 10 per cent of students. Data is not shown for 2011/12-2014/15 as we do not have a 
good record of disability data for students during this time.  

Chart 9. Enrolment on Bar training over time by disability status (% of cohort)
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Domicile
Chart 10 below breaks down the proportions of students on vocational Bar training courses by region of 
domicile prior to enrolment. The proportion of overseas domiciled students undertaking Bar training has 
dropped slightly from 2023/24, from 50 per cent to 43 per cent, marking a reversal of the previous trend 
of increasing numbers of overseas domiciled students from 2020/21 onwards.

Chart 10. Enrolment on Bar training over time by domicile (% of cohort)
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Ethnicity
Chart 11 and Table 3 below give a breakdown of the ethnicity of those enrolling on vocational Bar train-
ing courses by domicile and academic year of enrolment. They are separated by domicile as overseas 
domiciled students have a different ethnic profile compared to UK domiciled students. The date range 
for each group ranges from 2012/2013 to 2024/2025 as opposed to the entirety of the Bar Training data 
collection period. Overseas domiciled students include those domiciled in the European Union. 

Chart 11. Enrolment on Bar training over time by domicile and ethnicity (% of cohort)
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Table 3. Enrolment on Bar training over time by domicile and ethnicity (% of cohort – excluding 

non-responses) – every other year is included

Academic 

Year of 

Enrol-

ment

Overseas UK

Asian/ 

Asian 

British

Black/ 

Black 

British

Mixed/ 

Multiple 

Ethnic 

Group

Other 

ethnic 

group

White

Asian/ 

Asian 

British

Black/ 

Black 

British

Mixed/ 

Multiple 

Ethnic 

Group

Other 

Ethnic 

Group

White

14/15 77% 8% 3% 5% 7% 16% 9% 5% 2% 69%

16/17 80% 7% 4% 2% 7% 19% 8% 6% 2% 66%

18/19 78% 6% 5% 2% 8% 22% 11% 6% 2% 60%

20/21 79% 9% 6% 3% 4% 18% 14% 7% 3% 59%

22/23 90% 4% 2% 3% 2% 27% 9% 8% 4% 52%

24/25 84% 6% 4% 4% 2% 27% 10% 7% 4% 53%

Each academic year, approximately eight in ten overseas domiciled students are from an Asian/Asian 
British background. 

For both Overseas domiciled and UK domiciled students the proportion from Asian/Asian British back-
grounds has increased since 2014/2015. The growth in the proportion of UK domiciled students from 
Black/Black British backgrounds has not been as large (nine per cent in 2014/2015 to 10 per cent in 
2024/2025). The percentage of UK domiciled students from White ethnic backgrounds has decreased 
over time, from 69 per cent for students enrolled in 2014/2015 to 53 per cent in 2024/2025. In overseas 
domiciled students there has been a decrease in the percentage of students from Black/African/Carib-
bean/Black British backgrounds (8 per cent in 2014/2015 to 6 per cent in 2024/2025).

Gender
Chart 12 below gives a breakdown of gender on vocational Bar training courses over time.  Since 
2011/2012 the actual number of males enrolling in the Bar Training has fluctuated over the years, but 
looking at the percentage profile, the proportion of male students has decreased over this period.  

Chart 12. Enrolment on Bar training over time by gender (% of cohort)
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When further analysing the age data by domicile, the proportion of female overseas students, and the 
proportion of UK domiciled female students by gender were similar on each year of the BPTC. From 
2020/21, the difference between gender by UK domiciled students is significantly different, whereas 
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Overseas domiciles the gender profile between male and female students is the same.

Table 4. Enrolment on Bar training courses by gender and domicile

Grouped year 

of enrolment

Overseas UK

Female Male Total Female Male Total

11/12 to 15/16 52% 48% 100% 53% 47% 100%

16/17 to 19/20 56% 44% 100% 57% 43% 100%

20/21 to 24/25 50% 50% 100% 61% 39% 100%
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Student results
This section of the report presents statistics on student results over time. The statistics are calculated 
from the BSB’s record of student results as of August 2025. An important aspect to consider regarding 
the lower pass rates for recent years is that this is due to more recent cohorts of students having had 
less time in which to complete the course. This makes comparing between years difficult, as we would 
need to compare with relevant snapshots taken at set points in time to understand how students en-
rolled in recent years are performing in comparison to those enrolled in prior years. 

To note, the new course data only read passed and not yet complete – students have five years from 
first enrolment to complete the vocational course, and none has yet reached that period. In this report 
“Not yet complete” means the student has not yet passed all the assessments on the course, whether 
this is due to not yet having taken all assessments, or not passing one or more assessments if they 
have taken them all. 

Some years of enrolment on the BPTC have been grouped together to make it easier to display trends 
over a greater period. Statistics are only presented where there are 20 or more students in a group. 

Overall
Chart 13 below shows results by degree classification on vocational Bar training courses over time. Dif-
ferences between those with different degree classifications in terms of the proportion who failed or who 
are not yet complete on a Bar training course can clearly be seen.8  

Overall, students with first class degrees typically have a higher pass rate compared to those with 
an upper second degree. The same trend can be seen with students who have achieved a 2.1, they 
will typically have a higher pass rate for the vocational Bar training courses compared to those who 
achieved a 2.2 in their first degree. 

Based on trends seen on the BPTC (Bar training pre 2020/21), it would appear that eight in ten with any 
degree classification will go on to pass the course overall – for those enrolled from 2011/12-2019/20, 
the BSB has a record of around 93 per cent of those with a first-class degree, 86 per cent of those with 
a 2:1, and 66 per cent of those with a 2:2 having passed the course as of August 2025. 

8	 Many of those in our records who are not yet complete on a course, and who enrolled during the first half 
of the 2010s, will be likely to have withdrawn from the course.
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Chart 13. Results on Bar training over time by first degree classification (% of cohort)
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Study Mode
Chart 14 below shows results on Bar training courses by mode of study. As would be expected, part-
time students enrolled in more recent years have lower pass rates on the course, as they would have 
had less opportunity to sit all modules and undertake resits.  

Chart 14. Results on Bar training by degree class and study mode (% of cohort)

Part-time students are slightly less likely to have completed the course, and more likely to have with-
drawn from the course in comparison to full-time students. This may be partly related to age, from the 
academic enrolment year 2020/21 the average age for part-time students is 30.4 compared to full-time 
students whose average age is 24.6.
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Age
Chart 15 below shows results by age and degree classification on Bar training courses over time. 

Chart 15. Results on Bar training by degree class and age (% of cohort)

There appears to be some relationship between age and results on Bar training, with older students be-
ing slightly more likely to take slightly longer to complete the course. There also seems to be a relation-
ship between the degree class, with those who achieved a first-class degree more likely to have passed 
the course than those who passed their degree with a lower second. 
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Disability
Chart 16 below shows results by disability status and degree classification on Bar training courses over 
time. 

Chart 16. Results on Bar training by degree class and disability status (% of cohort)

Focusing on the data for the new course we can see there appears to be a relationship between disabil-
ity and results on Bar training. Those who declared a disability are slightly more likely to have not yet 
completed Bar Training than those with no disability when controlling for first degree classification. As 
with all statistics on Bar training presented in this section, the trend seen may not be present if a greater 
number of variables were controlled for.

Domicile
Chart 17 below shows overall results on Bar training courses by domicile prior to enrolment on the 
course. Overall, results across degree classification are similar for those domiciled in the UK and those 
domiciled overseas prior to enrolment. 

There is one trend that stands out for the BPTC, which is that a slightly higher proportion of those do-
miciled in the UK with a lower second class degree are yet to complete the course. The same trend is 
seen for 2020/21 onwards across degree class, although this may be more related to study mode than 
other factors, as UK domiciled students are more likely to undertake Bar training on a part-time basis.



23

Bar Training: Trends over time - 2011-2025

December 2025

Chart 17. Results on Bar training by degree class and domicile (% of cohort)
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Ethnicity
Chart 18 below shows overall results on Bar training over time by degree class and ethnicity. Results 
are only presented where there are 20 or more students in a relevant grouping. . 

Chart 18. Results on Bar training by degree class and ethnicity (% of cohort)

Overall, results suggest that at least for those with an upper or lower second-class degree, there are 
some differences between those from different ethnic backgrounds in terms of the proportion passing 
the course. The difference seen is more pronounced for those from Black/Black British backgrounds, 
with those from such backgrounds less likely to pass the course in comparison to those from other eth-
nic groups for several cohorts. There is a further chart (chart A1) in the appendices, giving the figures 
only for UK domiciled students with a 2:1 degree (the most numerous degree class for those enrolling).
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Gender
Chart 19 below shows overall results on Bar training over time by degree class and gender. There does 
not appear to be any clear trend seen across all years and degree classifications. Differences in pass 
rates by gender are generally quite small across years and degree classifications.

Chart 19. Results on Bar training by degree class and gender (% of cohort)
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Student Progression
Following completion of vocational Bar training and Call to the Bar in England and Wales, prospective 
barristers are eligible for the next component of training, pupillage. This section provides information 
on progression onto pupillage.9 The statistics presented have been calculated based upon the BSB’s 
record of student results and progression as of August 2025. 

Those seeking to undertake pupillage in England and Wales are allowed up to five years following 
completion of the vocational Bar training course in which they can gain pupillage – after this point, a 
waiver from the BSB would be needed. This makes comparing between years difficult - we would need 
to compare with relevant snapshots taken at set points in time to understand how students enrolled 
in recent years are progressing in comparison to those enrolled in years prior. It is also the case that, 
along with all of the statistics presented in this report, there may be other variables more strongly linked 
to the outcomes seen which are not controlled for. 

In cases where charts relate to students’ domicile, this refers to the region in which the student was 
domiciled prior to enrolment on Bar training. Most of those domiciled in other countries prior to under-
taking a vocational Bar training course do not appear to seek to gain pupillage in England and Wales 
following completion of the course. For this reason, most charts in this section relate to data on those 
domiciled in the UK prior to enrolment on a Bar training course only. 

Some years of enrolment on the BPTC have been grouped together in order to make it easier to display 
trends over a greater period of time. Statistics are only presented where there are 20 or more students 
in a group. 

Progression onto pupillage – of entire cohort
Chart 20 below shows the total number of Bar training graduates who have gone on to gain pupillage in 
England and Wales. For the earlier cohorts shown in Chart 20, the number who obtained pupillage may 
be higher than the numbers shown, as accurate numbers for this are dependent on student records 
being linked to those of practising barristers in the BSB database, and this was formerly not as reliable 
a process as it is currently. 

9	 In addition to this section of the report, some useful information on pupillage can be found on the BSB 
website at https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/training-qualification/becoming-a-barrister/pupillage-component.
html. 

We have also published two research reports focusing on pupillage – one is on pupillage selection criteria, and 
can be found here, and one in differential outcomes in gaining pupillage, which can be found here.

The Bar Council also provides some useful information on pupillage on their website at https://www.barcouncil.
org.uk/becoming-a-barrister/pupil-barristers.html, as well as a yearly report which presents useful statistics on 
applications received through the Pupillage Gateway platform. The latest version of this at the time of writing can 
be found here - https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/pupillage-gateway-report-2024.html

https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/training-qualification/becoming-a-barrister/pupillage-component.html
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/training-qualification/becoming-a-barrister/pupillage-component.html
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/uploads/assets/7456ccca-1c7f-4d72-9795f438eba81da7/62d846b3-bc8a-4743-88a7124b587a9592/Review-of-pupillage-advertising-and-selection-criteria-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/uploads/assets/f69a9410-c170-4f82-b4b500d5b9e0df8a/Differential-Attainment-at-BPTC-and-Pupillage-analysis.pdf
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/becoming-a-barrister/pupil-barristers.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/becoming-a-barrister/pupil-barristers.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/pupillage-gateway-report-2024.html
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Chart 20. Total number of Bar training graduates that have gone on to gain pupillage by academic 

year of enrolment – 2011/12-2024/25  
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There is a clear relationship between the number of students gaining pupillage and years since enrol-
ment. As graduates have five years in which to gain pupillage following completion of the course, this 
is understandable, and we would expect fewer people in the most recent cohorts to have gained pu-
pillage – this pattern has been the case for as long as we have had a record of Bar training results, as 
evidenced by Part 4 of the previous BPTC Key Statistics Reports.10  

The chart below shows the proportion of an entire cohort (including those that have not passed the 
course) who have gone on to gain pupillage by domicile and first degree classification. 

10	 Can be accessed via https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/data-and-research/research-and-analysis

https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/data-and-research/research-and-analysis.html
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Chart 21. Progression of entire cohort onto pupillage – By degree class and domicile

The majority of overseas domiciled students do not go on to pupillage in England and Wales. In the Bar 
Standards Board Thematic Review Overseas students shared they were not applying for pupillage as 
they did not intend to practise in the UK.11 There is also older survey evidence that only around 16 per 
cent of overseas domiciled students surveyed on the BPTC had practising at the Bar in England and 
Wales as their main motivation for studying the course12. Altogether, this would suggest that most of 
those domiciled overseas prior to enrolment will seek a legal career outside of this jurisdiction. 

Chart 22 below shows the proportion of UK domiciled students (also covering the entire cohort, includ-
ing those who have not passed the course) who have gone on to gain pupillage versus those who have 
not commenced pupillage. There is a clear trend which displays the correlation between first degree 
classifications obtained and student progression. 

Of all UK domiciled students, when controlling for degree class only, it is only those with a first-class 
degree for whom a majority in a cohort would be expected to go on to pupillage.

11	 These can be found here: https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/static/f67efaa6-f515-455f-959f53411aa
2396d/8c3b28e2-acca-4be3-b878af88b4e1c57d/20250116-Supervision-Thematic-Review-Findings-external-final.
pdf
12	 Calculated from BPTC perceptions survey undertaken by the BSB for 2013-14.

https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/static/f67efaa6-f515-455f-959f53411aa2396d/8c3b28e2-acca-4be3-b878af88b4e1c57d/20250116-Supervision-Thematic-Review-Findings-external-final.pdf
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/static/f67efaa6-f515-455f-959f53411aa2396d/8c3b28e2-acca-4be3-b878af88b4e1c57d/20250116-Supervision-Thematic-Review-Findings-external-final.pdf
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/static/f67efaa6-f515-455f-959f53411aa2396d/8c3b28e2-acca-4be3-b878af88b4e1c57d/20250116-Supervision-Thematic-Review-Findings-external-final.pdf
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Chart 22. Progression of entire cohort of UK domiciled students onto pupillage
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Progression onto pupillage - course graduates only
The charts in this section present statistics on UK domiciled Bar training graduates (those that have 
passed vocational Bar training) by pupillage status as of August 2025. Chart 23 below displays statistics 
on pupillage status of UK domiciled Bar training graduates by first-degree classification.

Chart 23. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class 

Overall, the UK students who passed their first degree with a first-class classification and who passed 
the Bar training course go on to gain pupillage in the greatest proportions. Students have five years 
from passing the vocational stage of Bar training to gain pupillage. Looking at the 2019/2020 cohort, 
more than 70 per cent of students with a first-class degree have obtained pupillage within the time-
frame. Those with a lower-second class degree do not gain pupillage in such proportions, with 15 
per cent of UK domiciled course graduates with this degree class from the 2019/20 cohort going onto 
pupillage. It is likely that some of the difference in the proportion of a cohort gaining pupillage by degree 
class is also due to differences seen in results on vocational training over the period of the BPTC, which 
do co-vary alongside first degree classification. 

Part 4 of the historical BPTC key statistics report monitored the relationship between grades awarded 
on the BPTC and the proportion gaining pupillage.13 After the Bar Training reforms which took place 
in 2020/21 the BSB only specifies the passing standard for assessment and no longer specifies other 
grade boundaries, so this comparison is no longer possible. 

13	 These can be found at https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/data-and-research/research-and-analysis.
html

https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/data-and-research/research-and-analysis.html
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/data-and-research/research-and-analysis.html
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University attended

Chart 24. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class and uni-

versity attended for undergraduate degree 

Chart 24 above shows the proportion of UK domiciled Bar training graduates that have gained pupillage 
by year of enrolment, degree classification and university attended for their first degree. 

The data shows those who attended Oxbridge gain pupillage in greater proportions than those who at-
tended another Russell Group university, who in turn gain pupillage in greater proportions than those at-
tending other UK universities - some part of this trend may be due to results on the Bar training course 
correlating with degree institution, but it is unlikely that all of it can be explained by this given results 
from previous research into the area in 201714, and the statistics presented in Part 4 of the BPTC Key 
Statistics Reports, which did control for BPTC grade.15

14	 University attended was found to be a strong predictor of the likelihood of gaining pupillage in this re-
search - Bar Standards Board (2017). Exploring differential attainment at BPTC and Pupillage. Can be found here
15	 See Chart 4.A.10 of the 2021 BPTC Key Statistics Report for reference. https://www.barstandardsboard.
org.uk/static/e7d22219-ffb2-4f36-a206b21736e2d2d8/BPTC-Key-Statistics-Report-2021-All-parts.pdf

https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/uploads/assets/f69a9410-c170-4f82-b4b500d5b9e0df8a/Differential-Attainment-at-BPTC-and-Pupillage-analysis.pdf
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/static/e7d22219-ffb2-4f36-a206b21736e2d2d8/BPTC-Key-Statistics-Report-2021-All-parts.pdf
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/static/e7d22219-ffb2-4f36-a206b21736e2d2d8/BPTC-Key-Statistics-Report-2021-All-parts.pdf
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Age
Chart 25 below shows the progression of UK domiciled Bar training graduates onto pupillage by age 
range upon enrolment. Data are only presented where there are 20 or more in a group, which means 
that in some cases, those age 35+ are not included due to low numbers of students in this age range.  

Chart 25. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class and age 

range 

When controlling for degree class, similar proportions of those aged under 25 and those aged 25-34 go 
on to gain pupillage after passing their vocational Bar training course. It appears that a lower propor-
tion of those aged 35+ go on to gain pupillage when controlling for degree class, there also seems to 
be a relationship with the mode of study with four in ten UK domiciled students aged 35+ enrolled from 
2011/12-2024/25 enrolled on the course on a part-time basis, compared to around 21 per cent of those 
aged 26-35, and 8 per cent of those aged 18-25. 

The trends seen above could also generally be said to be present when degree institution is controlled 
for. This is shown in Chart A2 in the appendices.  
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Disability
Chart 26 below shows the progression of UK domiciled Bar training graduates onto pupillage by disabil-
ity status (as defined under the Equality Act 2010). Data are only presented where there are 20 or more 
in a group (there were not enough students who had a declared disability with a 2:2 degree to provide a 
valid comparative group). 

Overall, no clear trend emerges from the data. In some instances, those with a declared disability have 
gained pupillage in greater proportions for those with a specific degree class, and in some instances, 
the opposite is seen. No clear trends emerge either for the relationship between disability status and 
the proportion of UK domiciled Bar training course graduates gaining pupillage when degree institution 
is controlled for. This is shown in Chart A3 in the appendices.

Chart 26. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class and dis-

ability status
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Ethnicity
Chart 27 below shows the progression of UK domiciled Bar training graduates onto pupillage by ethnic 
background. Data are only presented where there are 20 or more in a group. 

Overall, UK domiciled Bar training graduates from White ethnic backgrounds appear to gain pupillage 
in greater proportions than UK domiciled Bar training course graduates from minoritised ethnic back-
grounds when disaggregating by degree classification. 

Chart 27. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class and eth-

nic background 

Chart 28 below shows the progression of UK domiciled Bar training graduates onto pupillage by degree 
class and ethnicity, for more disaggregated ethnic groups. The only degree class presented is those 
with a 2:1, as this was the only degree class with 20 or more students in most groupings. The biggest 
differences seen are between Asian/Asian British and White Bar training graduates, and between Black/
Black British and White Bar training graduates. This has previously been documented by the BSB, in-
cluding in research published in 201716, and in previous BPTC Key Statistics Reports.17 The differences 
seen on the BPTC remained present when controlling for BPTC grade and university attended.18 

16	 Bar Standards Board (2017). Exploring differential attainment at BPTC and Pupillage. Can be found here
17	 These can be found here: https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/data-and-research/research-and-analy-
sis.html
18	  As highlighted in chart 4.A.7.2 in the most recent report, found here

https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/uploads/assets/f69a9410-c170-4f82-b4b500d5b9e0df8a/Differential-Attainment-at-BPTC-and-Pupillage-analysis.pdf
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/data-and-research/research-and-analysis.html
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/data-and-research/research-and-analysis.html
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/uploads/assets/4cc6b75e-935e-4879-8a469e8a5f6c9c6f/BPTC-Key-Statistics-Report-2021-Part-4-BPTC-Graduate-progression.pdf
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Chart 28. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class and       

more dissagregated ethnic background – those with a 2:1 degree only

Chart 29 below shows the progression of UK domiciled graduates onto pupillage by ethnicity when 
controlling for degree institution for those with a 2:1 degree (the only degree for which there more than 
20 or more students). Differences in the percentage gaining pupillage by ethnic group are still present 
when controlling for degree institution attended. 
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Chart 29. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class, ethnic 

background and first degree institution
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Gender
Chart 30 below shows the progression of UK domiciled Bar training graduates onto pupillage by gender. 
Data are only presented where there are 20 or more in a group. 

Chart 30. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class and gen-

der

The proportion of male and female UK domiciled Bar training graduates who have gained pupillage is 
similar across many degree classes and year of enrolment groupings. Historically, there was a trend of 
males with a first-class degree gaining pupillage in greater proportions than females with the same de-
gree class. When controlling for degree institution attended, differences in the proportion of female and 
male UK domiciled Bar training graduates who have gained pupillage are even smaller than that seen 
above. This can be seen in Chart A4 in the appendices.

Since 2015/16 academic year we have a record of around more than 7,500 females and 5,700 males 
passing Bar training. We also have a record of 2,562 females registering for pupillage, and 2,233 
males. So, the total number of female pupils does outnumber that of males, but not to the same extent 
as may be expected based upon the extent to which female Bar training graduates outnumber male Bar 
training graduates.
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Appendices
Chart A1. Results on Bar training by degree class and ethnicity (% of cohort) – UK domiciled stu-

dents with a 2:1 degree only
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Chart A2. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class, age 

range and first degree institution
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Chart A3. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class, disability 

status and first degree institution
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Chart A4. Progression of UK domiciled course graduates onto pupillage – by degree class, gender 

and first degree institution


